Mediterranean Electronic Confidential Health Information NETwork 
Acronym: MECHINET 
Advanced electronic signatures provide trust, privacy, confidentiality and security for the long distance health care. The MECHINET Project tries to promote the use and mutual acknowledgment of electronic certificates and 
Signatures for the health sector in the Mediterranean countries. 
The European Union established recently a legal framework for electronic signatures and certification-services. The EU Directive underlines the need «to facilitate cross-border certification services with third countries and legal recognition of advanced electronic signatures originating in third countries». 
Following this purposes, the objectives of the MECHINET project are · The creation of a network of hospitals, institutions and experts Interested in using advanced electronic signatures for confidential 
Communications between MEDA and European Union countries. 
· To promote the use of electronic signatures in the MEDA health sector according to European standards. 
· To train staff in MEDA hospitals and institutions on the use of electronic signatures for confidential communications. 
· To prepare a test bed and carry out pilot trials. 
The MECHINET Project sought to be financially supported by the EUMEDIS 
Initiative, under the European MEDA funds. 35 million euros have been made available to finance actions demostrating the application of Information Society Technologies in health and other areas. Successful proposals will be 
Awarded between 1-2 million euros covering up to 80% of the actions that they undertake. 
We are looking for Mediterranean partners with this profile: 
· Non-for profit associations in the Internet sector: ISOC Chapters and others. 
· Hospitals, medical associations or other institutions in the health 
sector. 
· Firms in the electronic communications industry including ISP. 
The Mediterranean partners collaborating in this project will get training, 
Expertise and the required software for electronic certificates and 
Signatures to provide trust and confidentiality in long distance 
Communication. 
