VISAGE - Multimedia Access to festiVal tourISm events and living cultural heritAGE

Sector 3: Pilot Projects in … multi-media access to Tourism and Cultural Heritage

OBJECTIVES

The countries of the Mediterranean possess a rich cultural heritage as manifest in their festivals of folklore, music and dance. With few exceptions such events remain of local scope and with limited outreach. Nevertheless they have great potential to contribute to the development of tourism in the Mediterranean region. Multimedia provides tools for the promotion of events and for the promotion of cultural event related tourism. Live web-casting, video streaming, web-cams, on-line digital audio channels and geographic information systems can be combined to provide a rich resource for the tourist as well as a powerful boost to the branding of a region in terms of its most dynamic cultural assets. The same technologies can promote the exploitation of other resources for tourism. VISAGE will focus on access to resources such as accommodation in historic housing, as well as information on ancient sites, towns, landscapes and regions of natural beauty. The project sets out to DEMONSTRATE the application of available multimedia technologies to the promotion of dynamic recurring events, local tourism resources in particular towns, historic sites, areas of natural beauty and historic housing. It will EXPLORE the possibilities offered by different forms of media, CD-ROM and web as well as the higher bandwidth afforded by the Euro-Mediterranean Research Network, and the use of these resources not just by tourists but by tourism promoters and tourism product developers. It will DEVELOP content for the purpose of demonstration and illustration, RAISE AWARENESS of issues related to the on-line promotion of cultural resources, the protection of copyright, and the management of rights to copy and distribute content, and ESTABLISH pilot sites and other resources suitable for large-scale demonstration.

Select the work-packages of interest - just tick or prioritise using Hi=1, Med=2, Lo=3.

Work-Package
My organisation would like to ...


… organise
… co-organise
.. participate in 

Themes

Historic sites




Festivals and other cultural events 




Concerts




Summer schools




Areas of natural beauty




Towns




Restaurants




Accommodation in historic housing




Technologies

Web cams




Streaming video




Digital audio




On-line digital radio




CD-ROM based resources for use in product dev.




Personalised information systems




Geographical Information Systems




Search engines




Tasks in Basic Work-Packages

Each work package will contain a variety of tasks which may or may not include the following:

· Project coordination and management,

· Identify target events,

· Identify target venues,

· Identify partners for content production (event organisers, owners, keepers etc.)

· Select sites and dates for content production,

· Identify appropriate technologies - for production, development, distribution etc.

· Conduct training in the use of the technology,

· Explore issues such as compatibility of systems copy right issues, ownership rights, digital watermarking, and other intellectual property issues,

· Examine costs and explore new business models for e-tourism, 

· Apply technologies to ensure multi-lingual access to titles - translation, dubbing etc.

· Disseminate results and recommendations.

The final proposal will include additional work-packages related to the integration of system components and to international project management (such as administration procedures, coordination, participation in the project management steering committee).

Existing Partners

The Digital Film Institute  
Digital Film - editing, production, archiving
Netherlands

City College Manchester
Audio production and on-line distribution,
United Kingdom

GISIG



Tourism applications of GIS,


Italy

Wanted Partner Profiles

· Professional organisations for tourism

· Tourism related Internet Service Providers

· Media schools or Tourism schools

· Tourism agencies

· Other suggestions

From Malta, Turkey ad Cyprus, Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian Authority, Syria, and Lebanon. 

Contact Person:



Dr. Atidel B. Hadj-Alouane








Départment Génie Industriel








ENIT, BP 37 le Belvédère, 1002 Tunis








Tel : 215-874-700, Fax : 215-872-729








Email : atidel.hadj@enit.rnu.tn
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